Guidelines for supervising puppy play

It is tremendously helpful for your puppy to be comfortable with other dogs.  Dog on dog play time is also good exercise.  Here are several things to keep in mind in order to keep your puppy safe during play time:

· Play should always be off lead and in a safely enclosed area (fully fenced yard is best).
· It is best to have one person per pup for safe supervision.
· Keep in mind the size of the puppies.  It is best to pair pups of similar size.
· No chasing in circles.  If this starts, gently stop and then redirect the pups.  Toss a ball or ask for a sit (with lots of praise, etc).
· Keep a careful eye on arousal (hair up on back).   Dog experts tell us that arousal always leads to aggression.  Do not correct a puppy who is aroused.  Just gently stop the play, redirect the puppies’ attention, and give them a chance to settle down.  If necessary, pick your puppy up and move away from the other dog(s).  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If a pup becomes frightened, cheerfully redirect his attention (calmly walk him away from the other pup – just change the subject, do NOT comfort the puppy).  Take a “no big deal” approach to the situation.  He’ll quickly forget about it if you don’t get excited.
· It’s a great idea to interact every once in a while with the other puppy(s).  The more people a puppy gets comfortable with the better.
· Do not allow any vocalization.  If a pup growls, give him a firm but gentle scruff and a “no”
· Puppy play must be “even.”  If two pups are play wrestling and exchanging places (first one on top, then the other) it’s fine.   If one stays on top all the time, stop the play and redirect.  You can gently restrain the more aggressive puppy and see what the other pup does.   If he doesn’t reinitiate play, the message is clear that he was not enjoying the play.  It is best to stop altogether.
· Encourage puppies to play with toys, rather than biting on each other.  Toss out lots of soft toys for them to focus on.  
· A bit of wrestling should never be more than two pups at a time.  Interrupt and redirect whenever a “free for all” gets going.

*****Always use your judgment when supervising puppy play.  The goal is for puppies to build confidence and learn good doggie manners, but we must always be vigilant to avoid a pup having a negative experience.  When in doubt, err on the side of caution.   

Guidlines forsupevisig pppy play

s rmendousty bl foryou puppy o becomforale with e
. Dog o dog iyt 1 i g i, Herearssevrathngs
o heep i i rder o ke your puppy el during play e

+ Py should avaysb
encedyrd s b

i besttohave o ersn pr pup forsfe sperision.

 Kecpn mind the iz ofthe uppics. 5 bst o i pus f imlar

+ Nochasing nclrces. i s, genly sop and then et he
pups Tossa ball o ask o i (vih ts fprase, ).

+ Keep s carful ey on rouel (e upomback). Dogperts el s
hatarousl aaysleuds 0 aggressan. Do correct s puppy
‘whois aouse. st gty stopthe i, edirect the puppis
ention, and v hem  chance o e dow. M necesary,pck
Jourpupy upand move way rom he e do(s)

- 13 pupbetomes rightened, cheerfuly redirect s tention (clnly
walkhm sy o he e ot chane he subject, 4o
NOT comiorthepuppy). Tk 0 big des”aprosch L the
sicuation. Hel qickly fogetabout i Joudon et xced
PuppYIS The mar pople Pupy et comforible with he
beter

+ Donotallow any vocalzaton 12 pupgrows give hima i bt
et and 3 no”

+ Puppy layimustbe”even Ifwapups e play wresling and
exchanging lces (st one onop. then the oche) €5 v, e
Sy 010 all he e top the sy and rdiec, Yo gty
Festrin th moreagresive uppy and see what e cer up does.
0he docse it play e message s clea ht hewas ot
enoyngthe iy s bt 0 stop aogeer.

. EAcoursge puppes 0 piay with oy thertan bingoneach
oher. Tos out ot of ot s et focs on.

+ ARk ofwrestingshoud nevr e more han two pups e
{ncrrop and reirect whenever 3 e for 3 s o,

tead v satly encosed area (.

Ay us yourudgment when spervsing puppy ply. The ol s
forpuppies o bl conidenceandea god doggiomanners, bt .
mustalays be vilant 0 avold apup having  egatie experience. When
Tn doube, .o th e of omtin.



